Skye Terrier Health
Report 2024

2023 has been a quiet year on the health front. 39 new samples
have been added to the DNA databank at the Kennel Club
Genetics Centre - thank you to breeders for collecting samples
from their puppies before placing them in homes. The small
'boom’ in puppies appear to have slowed down this year, with
registrations standing at 29 puppies up to quarter 3 of last year. I
know there are a couple of litters later in the year that will be
included in quarter 4 statistics so expect a small increase to those numbers when that data is
available.

Hemangiosarcoma continues to pose a challenge to the breed.
There have been several deaths reported around the world. It is
a particularly tough disease to deal with as symptoms typically
present quickly and there are few treatment options.

For the first time this year we have had an hereditary eye
condition reported. Tests are ongoing to establish what
condition it is. The Health Committee would be interested to
hear from anyone who has experienced eye or vision problems
in their Skyes.

Reported conditions

The following conditions have been reported in Skye Terriers:
Hepatitis/hepatic failure/acute onset ascites - 16
Renal dysplasia - 9

Skye Limp - 7

Premature elbow closure/elbow dysplasia - 5
Haemangiosarcoma - 5

Lingually displaced canines - 5

Lymphoma - 4

Kinked tail - 4

Mammary cancer - 3

Luxatin patella - 3

Epilepsy - 2

Pyometra - 2




1 each of the following conditions:

congestive heart failure, thyroid cancer,
perineal hernia, malignant oral melanoma,
mandibular osteosarcoma, ectopic ureter,
pancreatic disease, heart murmur, heart
disease (details unknown), congenital
ventricle septum defect, craniomandibular
osteopathy, squamous cell carcinoma,
parathyroid adenoma, tumour on the siatic
nerve, brain tumour, torsion/bloat, mast cell
tumour, juvenile arthritis, polycystic kidney
disease, hepatoid adenocarcinoma,
malignant exoskeletal bony tumour,
heridtary eye condition (thc)

Hepatitis research

the specific variants that might cause the
disease. We now believe that liver disease in
Skye Terriers is not caused by a single genetic
variant. It is instead likely to be complex,
caused by two or more genetic variants, and
possibly with environmental influences as
well.

We are currently investigating two genomic
regions, including a promising candidate
variant that is statistically associated with
liver disease in the breed. However, the
variant is also present at a high frequency in
dogs for which we do not have any clinical
information. Therefore, to determine if this
variant is contributing to liver disease or is
simply a benign genetic variant, we need to
obtain as much information as possible

We have had a fuller update
from our partners at the

about the dogs from

4 Don't forget, if you have a N whom we have samples.

Kennel Club Genetics Centre
on the status of this research:

Colloquially known as Skye
terrier hepatitis, we now know
that this is not a typical
hepatitis at all. As we are still
working to understand the
underlying pathology, we will
simply refer to it as Skye
terrier liver disease. We do

litter you will need to DNA
swab the puppies before they
leave for their new homes. The

Health Committee also has an
information leaflet on puppy limp

to give to new owners. Please

make them aware of the

condition and what to do should

their pup start limping.

To that end, we will be
contacting submitters of
samples in our DNA
archive. We strongly
encourage anyone who
receives a request from
us to fully complete the
survey at the link we
provide. For more
information or to submit a

know that the severity of the

sample from your Skye

disease can vary. Some

affected dogs show clinical signs from a very
young age. Typical signs include fluid
build-up in the abdomen and dark faeces.
Jaundice (yellow colouration to skin and eyes)
is uncommon. Many dogs recover with
supportive care. On the other hand, some
dogs live long and apparently healthy lives,
only to find on post-mortem that their liver
was affected.

Alongside clinical and pathological
investigations, geneticists have been trying to
uncover the genetic basis of liver disease In
Skye terriers. Previously, we performed a
whole genome association study to identify
regions of the genome that may be associated
with liver disease. In addition, we sequenced
the whole genomes from two cases to identify

Terrier please visit.
https://www.canine-genetics.org.uk/research/

skye-terrier-hepatitis/

Meet your Health Committee

During 2023 we put out an appeal for people to
join the Health Committee. We had a number of
applications and unfortunately we could not take
everyone on! However, here are the people
currently serving on the Committee to help
promote and preserve the health of Skye Terriers:

Sarah Downes - Chair

I have owned Skye Terriers since 2003. I joined
the Health Committee in 2018 and have
previously served as secretary. I am honoured to
have been voted chair and hope to continue the



excellent work started under Maud's watch.

Position Vacant - Secretary

Mike Taylor - Treasurer

I purchased my first Skye in 1994 who died from
juvenile renal dysplasia. (JRD) Unfortunately, she
had already had a litter of which one died
from JRD. I was one of the founder members of
the Health Committee.

Katie Newport - Committee

I have one Skye terrier called Hattie she is my
first one since falling for the breed when I met
one when I was on holiday.

[ am a Veterinary nurse of many years and have
an interest in hereditary and genetic conditions.

Kathleen Brodie - Committee

I acquired my first Skye from a Canadian breeder
in 1986. My current Skye, Demi, my 10th, is a
rescue (my first) from Eastern Europe. We live in
Massachusetts, USA. Unfortunately, as anyone

who’s had a number of Skyes, I’'ve had my share
of hemangiosarcoma, other cancers, kidney
disease, and one case of Skye hepatitis. Hoping to
help enough be enough.

To request DNA swabs, new owner

information sheets or kidney scan forms

please email sarahdownes1@gmail.com

If you have any questions or concerns about health matters,
please do not hesitate to contact the Health Committee. You
can do this my emailing Sarah (Chair) on
sarahdownesl@gmail.com

Please report any health conditions your dog develops as
this helps us to monitor overall health of the breed and
inform health testing or health initiatives


mailto:sarahdownes1@gmail.com
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